Current management of lobular carcinoma in situ of the breast.
Lobular carcinoma in situ (lobular neoplasia) is usually a clinically inapparent incidental finding in breast biopsies, performed for an unrelated reason, in premenopausal women. The lesion, for which no uniformly acceptable histologic criteria exists, is associated with an increased long-term risk of developing invasive breast carcinoma in either breast. However, at the present time there is general consensus that the diagnosis of lobular carcinoma in situ does not necessarily predispose to an unavoidable malignancy in the lifetime of most patients and additional surgery may not be indicated. Long-term close surveillance, however, is required and such patients are candidates for cancer prevention trials.